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1 The project, and network within which it was a component was funded by the EU within the 5th 
Framework Programme. 
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2 Phillip Schlesinger Schlesinger, P. (1993). "Wishful thinking: cultural politics, media and collective 
identities in Europe." Journal of Communication 43(2): 25-42. and Kevin Robins, Robins, K. (1994). "The 
politics of silence: the meaning of community and the uses of media in the New Europe." New 
Formations 21: 80-101. have articulated both their doubts and their anxieties about the viability of a 
European culture; and in most respects in the 10 years or so since they wrote little has changed.  That 
is, little seems to have changed in mainstream culture.  It is arguably the case, however, that trans-
European cultures of a kind are forming precisely in the products of activities of various diasporas 
multiply displaced across the member states of Europe. 
3 Mirca Madianou (Madianou, M. (2004). "Contested communicative spaces: rethinking identities, 
boundaries and the role of the media among Turkish speakers in Greece." Journal of Ethnic and 
Migration Studies). describes the Turkish minority in Greece as a “beached diaspora”, a term which 
reflects the lack of meaningful homeland amongst a group of people who have “always” lived in Greece. 
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4 Isaiah Berlin and Hannah Arendt ���� dwell on questions of plurality and pluralism.  I have briefly 
discussed the concept in the context of Berlin’s work in (Silverstone, 1999).  There is, inevitably, another 
point to be – and that is to note that so often, and particularly so in contemporary society, these relations 
are by no means harmonious; on the contrary.  
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5 These sweeping generalisations can not at all, of course, be substantiated in the present paper.  They 
will be addressed fully in future work. 
6 Again, another substantive issue emerges here, and that is the identification of the conversational as a 
paradigm for communication; whereas conversation presumes direct interaction, the contrapuntal 
suggests (at least epistemologically) that significance can be generated by its absence (see: Peters, J. 
D. (1999). Speaking into the Air: A history of the idea of communication. Chicago, Chicago University 
Press.  
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7 This relationship is, of course, claimed, as key by C. Wright Mills, Mills, C. W. (1959). The Sociological 
Imagination. New York, Oxford University Press.  
8 The point can be made that counterpoint is not always heard by the listener; the integrity of the fugue, 
for example, is constituted by the composition and not necessarily the sound, see Cook, N. (1990). 
Music, Imagination and Culture. Oxford, Oxford University Press., page 35. 
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9 These are clearly huge questions, and can not be dealt with in the current paper.  Nevertheless they 
will be in future work; for the moment see Silverstone, R. (2003). Proper distance: towards an ethics for 
cyberspace. Digital Media Revisited. G. Liestol, A. Morrison and T. Rasmussen. Cambridge, Mass, The 
MIT Press: 469-490.; Silverstone, R. (2003). "Complicity and collusion in the mediation of everyday life." 
New Literary History 33(4): 761-780. 
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1 Denne artikel er primært et uddrag af en længere og tidligere udgivet artikel: ”Populærmusikken 
i(mellem) netværk: produktion, positioner og pirateri”, GRUS, 24. årgang, nr. 69, 2003, s. 74-94. Som 
det antydes i titlen er denne artikel et forsøg på at forstå de gnidninger, der er opstået imellem 
musikindustrien og så alternative distributionspraksisser ud fra en netværksoptik, og som her primært 
defineres ud fra Manuel Castells´ tre-binds værk: The Rise of the Network Society (Oxford: Blackwell, 1996); 
II) The Power of Identity (Oxford: Blackwell, 1997); og III) End of Millennium (Oxford: Blackwell, 1998). Det 
skal dog tilføjes at konklusionen i nærværende artikel er anderledes end i GRUS-artiklen. 
2 Castells 1997, op.cit., s. 3. 
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3 Manual Castells, The Internet Galaxy (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001), specielt kap 2. 
4 Pierre Lévy, Cyberculture (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2001), kap. 7. 
5 Castells 1998, op.cit., s. 351. 
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6 Castells 1997, op.cit., s. 2 & s. 362. 
7 Castells 1996, op.cit., s. 470. De to foregående citater er fra samme bind på side 415 og 412. Det er hos Castells 
ind imellem uklart om netværksbegrebet refererer til sociale relationer/organisationer eller den materielle 
infrastruktur, der gør disse relationer mulige, og i forlængelse deraf er det til dels også uklart, hvorledes disse “lag” 
(netværk) tænkes at relatere sig til hinanden. 



   

 

����������
�	
�
.����9�
�
��
�

���
��
���
��
�	�
��	�
�
����
�

�����	����

H��
�����


�����
����)
�����	��������	���	��H!4�

�
���
��	
��	���	��
��� 
	


�.�
��� ������
��	�������
�
����
����.�

��

�
��������	����� ���
� ��� �
�	

�

�
���
_����
�H����
H�[�G�
�
�	�	�
.�

�����������
�

D�
��

����
C�����
�����	��
����	����
��

�����
	������

�	
��	�
����
	�	��
H�[�	��
�� �����	 ��	�
�	����
��� ���.�
���9�
�
��
��
����



��
���
��J�
���	��	�
�
K����
�
�1��
��
�H���H����
��H��
�
���
��������
H!�

J�K
�����
��H���H.��
��H����� �
�H�
_����
�����
.�
��H���

��������
H.����
_��
�

H

��	�
H)��� �
�.��
���1�.����H��
�����
H���	�
���	���
�

�	��
��
L�	��
�

��� 
	


�.��	��
�� 	��
���_��	���
��
��`�
��
����
 
��	�
������
�
�����
��


������
.��
���1���
���
�
�����
����
 
�	������	��J���
_��
��H��� �H.��
��

�!
 
!��1������	 ��	��
��7������	��`��
�	��
�����
��	�
����
���
�K!��
��
	�
�
�

H���H.�9�
�
��
��_�
�
�����
��H��
�
���
��������
H.�
�� ����
���	��H��
�

�
��������	�)�	����	��)�����
�	���
�	�
H.��
����1�
���
��
���
��
���� �	��
�.�

�� �	���
��
��	� ����������	� 
�
����������H���H����	�

�
�

!�9�
�
��
��_�
�
��


_�
�

�	�
�����	�
���_.�����
��
����.��
�����	 ��
�

��	���
�`�
�

�.��
��
�

H
���
��������
�H.�
�� ���
��	�
������_�������������H��
�
���	������	�������
�

���	�����	��
�

�
=�����	��
�	������
��	
��H!;��
��
�	�
.�
���9�
�
��
����
����.�


��
_�
�

��
�����������
�
��	��
����
��� �
��
�.�	������	� 
���
�J��
K�
��	��
�

�
�`�
�

���
��
�
�L�	�����`��
�

��
����
	�
��9�
�
��
�[�	�
�������
��.��
��

�	��
�����
�������	������0
����	��"!�0���
�
����	����.�0(B�����J(;;'K����

9��	
����
��2�
��
�!��������
��$�
���=��
���J(;;'K�[����H
�	�

���
�

��
�����	���.��
���
���
������H!(&�

�
�
��
�����1�
�
�H������
��
�H.�	����
��� ���
�����J�
��
�K�H���
H����

H���

H�
_����
	�
�H ���	�	�
�
�H��
����
����	�
���� 
	


���	������`�
�
��H����H�	�

9�
�
��
a����
����.�
_� ����	


��
���`��
�	��
�

�
�
�
 �������������
�	
��

�
�	�
�������
�
�
��������
�
�U�
	�

�����`�
�
�� ��
�	��
�
��
��
������
��

���	�
�
��
�H
���
��������
HO����
���.�
���
��	��
���
��
���`  
�


��� ���
����� ���
�
��
��� �	��
�����
���	���
���

�
�����
�
�����
����
����	�
�

                                                           
8 Castells 1997, op.cit., s. 3. Selvom disse antagelser ikke eksplicit er funderet i marxistisk teori, er der dog flere 
berøringsflader med dennes antagelser omkring det kapitalistiske system som strukturerede udvekslinger over 
større og større afstande samtidig med fremkomsten af forskellige typer af fremmedgørelse. En af forskellene 
ligger dog i, at kapitalen i Castells´og andres analyser ”løsrives” og konvergerer, samtidig med at arbejdskraften 
(både) disintegrerer og mister sin relative betydning. 
9 Castells 1997, op.cit., s. 417. 
10 Christopher Lasch, The Revolt of the Elites — and the betrayal of democracy (New York: W.W. 
Norton, 1995). 
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The local political community

The local system
of governance

The local
political
public sphere

The system
of government

The common public
space: citizens

The system of 
policy networks

The topical common
spaces: citizens as
consumers, producers
and stakeholders
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