MODINET is hosting a lecture open to the public on
Internet Censorship, Surveillance and Resistance for

Global Civic Networks
by Associate Professor Ronald J. Deibert

Department of Political Science, University of Toronto

April 2, 2003 at 14.15 - 16.00
Copenhagen University (KUA), Njalsgade 80,
2300 Copenhagen S, room 6.1.48

Program:

14.15 - 15.00: Lecture by Associate Professor Ronald J. Deibert
Abstract:

Scholars across a wide range of disciplines have developed an increasing interest in
the use and impact of new information and communication technologies (ICTs) as
these technologies have progressively insinuated themselves into the fabric of
everyday life. The technological nature of these new developments has created both
opportunities and needs to deploy new tools to interrogate, collect and analyse
relevant data. In spite of the fact that such tools are now readily available on the
open-market and employed by network administrators and other users, social
scientists have not taken advantage of these opportunities to their fullest. Without
the use of technical means to undertake research, however, scholarship will yield
only partial insights into the workings of ICTs and their spread and impact around
the world. Researchers working at the Citizen Lab/the University of Toronto, under
the direction of Ronald J. Deibert, have employed “hacker” tools to investigate
computer networks in dozens of countries worldwide for content filtering that reveals
extensive Internet censorship with the assistance of western technologies. Such
widespread Internet censorship, in combination with increased electronic surveillance
practices initiated post 9/11, are beginning to call into question some of the deeply
held assumptions about the “open” nature of Internet communications.

15.00 - 15.15 Break

15.15 - 16.00 Opening intervention by Associate Professor Jens Hoff,
Department of Political Science, University of
Copenhagen, followed by comments and
questions from the floor.



Ronald J. Deibert (B.A., M.A., Ph.D.) is associate professor of political science at
the University of Toronto http://www.chass.utoronto.ca/~rdeibert/, specializing in
media, technology, and world politics, and a Ford Foundation Research Scholar of
Information and Communicaton Technologies (2002-2003). He is the Director of The
Citizen Lab, a University of Toronto based laboratory for research at the intersection
of digital media and civic activism. He is the author of the book Parchment, Printing,
and Hypermedia: Communications in World Order Transformation (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1997).
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